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THE OPUS 
DIFFERENCE 
Our people are our point of difference. Our 
Taranaki-based team have a strong connection 
to their local community and understand the 
importance of the oil and gas sector to the region. 
It is Opus’ local presence – a network of over 40 
offices in New Zealand alone – that enables us to 
work alongside our clients. 

Coupled with this, our local team regularly accesses 
a network of professional engineers, planners and 
surveyors in New Zealand and globally. Many of 
our people are recognised globally in their fields of 
expertise and are regarded as true ‘thought leaders’, 
highly sought after by our clients.

OIL AND GAS
Opus is rapidly expanding the services we 
provide to the energy sector
Our involvement with oil and gas in New Zealand began with the development 
of the Kapuni gas field when a consortium comprising Shell, BP and Todd 
Energy first discovered gas in 1959. It was a landmark event for New Zealand. 
When the Kapuni field went into production in 1969, it launched a new 
energy era for the country as both consumers and the commercial sector took 
advantage of gas as an efficient and low cost energy source. It also paved the way 
for the development of Taranaki’s energy infrastructure and further discoveries 
such as the offshore Māui field.

Today, our Taranaki based oil and gas team specialise in the following key areas: 
• Project & Construction Management
• Consenting & Environmental Risk
• Surveying and 3-D Laser Scanning
• Geotechnical Engineering & Lab Services 
• Civil Engineering
• Environmental Engineering and Management
• Corrosion Protection & Asset Management

Our oil and gas clients in New Zealand receive the best-fit team leader for each 
project. These are selected from our pool of local, national and internationally 
based oil and gas specialists on a project-by-project basis.

We work side-by-side with your team to develop best-fit solutions that are 
tailor-made for your requirements.
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Our reputation 
is our most 
valued asset. This 
translates to the 
skill and talent of 
our engineers and 
asset managers 
who collectively 
have the vision 
and expertise to 
deliver tailored, 
innovative and 
award winning 
solutions.  STOS Omata Tank Farm
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Todd Energy Mckee-Mangahewa Production Station
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OUR SERVICES

Project & Construction Management
We have a proud history of delivering significant 
core infrastructure projects in the energy, 
transportation, environmental and built 
environment sectors, from inception to completion. 
This has enabled us to develop teams of design, 
project and construction management specialists 
with substantial experience. Our Taranaki team 
have delivered significant geotechnical and civil 
engineering projects in the oil and gas sector, 
and have a thorough understanding of the local 
contracting environment.

We recognise that project managers and contract/
construction managers are often responsible 
for managing a significant part of our client’s 

business. We therefore carefully select our project 
managers for each project based on Opus’ Project 
Management Accreditation Framework (PMAF), 
to ensure that project managers are aligned to 
projects based on their technical background, the 
project’s size and scale, commercial and technical 
risk complexity, programme complexity and other 
factors.  

Our project and construction managers have direct 
access to our wider global expertise of project 
management and directorship through our network 
of connected project and construction delivery 
specialists, and the use of our Practice Interest 
Networks.

Chris French
Project Management

t.  +64 21 680 803 
e. Chris.French@opus.co.nz

3D Survey & As-Building
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Consenting and 
Environmental Risk
Our specialist environmental planners, scientists 
and community engagement specialists are skilled 
and experienced with assessing the environmental 
effects of onshore and offshore oil and gas 
developments. We work with you to obtain resource 
consents through the Resource Management 
Act (1991) and Marine Consent through the 
Environmental Protection Authority. 

Collaboration and listening are key to our approach. 
We aim to really understand your needs and work 
closely with you and stakeholders to identify project 
risks and devise successful solutions.

Our services include: 
• Consenting & regulatory approvals
• Consultation and engagement
• Management of the entire resource  

consent process
• Environmental impact assessment
• Archaeology
• Ecology
• Landscape assessment and design

Port Taranaki

Sam Dixon
Consenting & Approvals

t.  +64 21 220 3639 
e. Sam.Dixon@opus.co.nz



Opus International Consultants

Surveying and 3-D  
Laser Scanning
Professional surveying is rapidly evolving.  Recent 
advances in technology and software enable us to 
offer innovative reverse engineering and as-built 
solutions using our 3D Laser Scanning capability.

The scanning process creates a dense model of 3D 
points known as a “pointcloud”. The scanner is able 
to measure complex shapes and highly detailed 
objects very quickly, allowing surveys to be carried 
out in environments where traditional surveying 
would be impractical. These scans are merged into a 
single three-dimensional representation of the area 
and exported into various software packages. 

This allows various options for our clients.  The 
data can be inserted into a CAD drawing as a 
pointcloud model, utilised as a traditional 2D 
drawing or a 3D CAD/REVIT model.

 Our services include:
• Pointcloud data acquisition of pipe, vessel and 

tank installations 
• Modelling of plant room and equipment 
• Reverse engineering and as-building

Geotechnical Engineering  
and Lab Services
Opus’ geotechnical team is one of the largest and 
most established in New Zealand. Over the years 
our geotechnical engineers have been involved 
with many of the oil and gas developments in 
New Zealand and have provided site assessment 
and design for the majority of the oil and gas 
infrastructure built in Taranaki. 

Our Taranaki-based soils laboratory is the only 
IANZ-accredited laboratory of its kind in the 
region, providing independent and rapid soils 
testing and analysis.

Our services include:
• Wellsite pad design and specification
• Pipeline route selection and assessment
• Design of spread and piled foundations
• Geological mapping
• Geotechnical laboratory testing services
• Infrastructure resilience and hazard assessment
• Seismic and liquefaction assessment

Civil Engineering
We have developed a core strength in civil engineering 
through greenfield and brownfield project experience 
on oil and gas sites in Taranaki and Canada. We have 
an intimate knowledge of the local civil contracting 
environment and we are able to leverage this knowledge 
to anticipate and manage project risks.

 Our services include:
• Earthworks platform design and optimisation
• Roading design and engineering
• Stormwater and wastewater design & treatment
• Hydrology and hydraulic engineering

Peter Troon
Surveying and 3D Laser Scanning

t.  +64 27 443 0542 
e. Peter.Troon@opus.co.nz

Mark Frampton
Geotechnical Engineering

t.  +64 27 224 0687 
e. Mark.Frampton@opus.co.nz

Turloch Woods
Civil Engineering

t.  +64 27 446 9781 
e. Turloch.Woods@opus.co.nz
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Environmental Engineering 
and Management
Successful oil and gas developments can require 
detailed environmental engineering assessment. 
This often requires a multi-disciplinary approach 
to ensure that all environmental aspects are 
considered and are well managed. Our Taranaki 
based environmental engineering team can manage 
your project and ensure a co-ordinated approach.

Our services include: 
• Environmental project engineering
• Industrial trade waste and stormwater design
• Contaminated land assessment
• Environmental monitoring and reporting – land, 

air, water
• Environmental auditing and reporting

Leave no stone 
unturned to 
help your clients 
realise maximum 
profits from their 
investment.
Arthur C. Nielsen.

Corrosion Protection and 
Asset Integrity Management
We understand intimately the aggressive 
environments that oil and gas assets are exposed to. 
Our corrosion specialists have developed a number 
of the Australasian durability design guidance and 
corrosion prevention Standards. We take a whole-
of-life approach to integrated asset management 
and work closely with our clients at every step of 
the way. 

Our services include:
• Durability design, and assessment, of new and 

existing assets 
• Selection and specification corrosion protection 

systems
• Condition assessment of assets
• Life extension strategies
• Preparation of maintenance plans 
• Protective coating inspection 
• Investigation of failures and their remediation 
• Expert witness

Willie Mandeno
Asset Integrity Management

t.  +64 27 224 8353 
e. Willie.Mandeno@opus.co.nz

Richard Rollins
Environmental Engineering

t.  +64 21 243 0955 
e. Richard.Rollins@opus.co.nz
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OPUS ACCREDITATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS 
• Zero Harm Workplace: Business Leaders’ Forum, 

Workplace Health and Safety
• ACC Workplace Safety Management Practices  

(Tertiary Accreditation)
• AS/NZS ISO 9001:2008 Quality Management Systems
• ISO 14001:2004 Environmental Management Systems
• Petroleum Exploration Association of New Zealand 

(PEPANZ)
• Australasian Corrosion Association
• New Zealand Planning Institute (NZPI)
• Association of Consulting Engineers New Zealand 

(ACENZ)
• Institute of Professional Engineers New Zealand 

(IPENZ)

CONTACT USREGIONAL OPUS OFFICES
New Zealand Chris French - New Plymouth 

Project Management  
7th Floor, 33 Gill Street 
New Plymouth 4312
t.  +64 21 680 803 
e. Chris.French@opus.co.nz

Australia Melvyn Maylin - Sydney 
Managing Director 
t.  +61 2 9325 5600
f. +61 2 9904 6777

Canada Sean Brophy - North Vancouver
President 
t.  +1 604 990 4800 
f. +1 604 990 4805

UK Huw Edwards - Bristol
Managing Director 
t.  +44 1454 270080  
f.+44 1454 619454
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www.opus.co.nz


